INTRODUCTION

GENERAL BREEDING HABITS OF MARTENS
In these experiments it was found that the male and female martens usually live together agreeably during most seasons of the year. Occasionally some of the females seemed partial to certain males, especially to those with which they had been allowed to run for some time prior to the oestrum. During the first week or so of the postoestrual period the male may be inclined to annoy the female, as is noted by the antagonistic attitude she assumes toward him. Before long, however, he discontinues attempts to mate.
Male martens usually fight ferociously whenever they come in contact; the same seems to be true of females. From these experiments it has been definitely determined that the gestation period ranges from approximately Sy> to 9 months (259 to 275 days); instead of 60 to 102 days as has been heretofore generally accepted to be the case.
